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dirty animal is to an able and handsome man. The
English have reason for believing us in India to be
imbecile brutes. Although my countrymen will con-
sider this opinion of mine an extremely harsh one, and
will wonder what they are deficient in, and in what the
English excel, to cause me to write as I do, I maintain
that they have no cause for wonder, as they are
ignorant of everything here, which is really beyond
imagination and conception. What I have seen and
seen daily, is utterly beyond the imagination of a native
of India. If any of my countrymen do not believe
what I say, you may certainly put them down as frogs
and fishes. There was once a living fish that fell from
a fisherman into a well in which were a number of
frogs. When they saw a new traveller, white in colour,
and glittering like silver, they behaved very kindly to
him, and asked where he came from. The fish said
that he was a native of the Ganges. The frogs asked
the fish if his watery country was similar to theirs ; to
which the fish answered in the affirmative, adding that
it was a bright, good countrv, swept by a fine xvind,
which raised waves in which fishes were rocked as in a
swing, and disported themselves, and that it was very
broad and long. On hearing this a frog came out a
foot from the side of the well, and said, " What! as
long and as broad as the distance I have come from the
wall?" The fish said, "Much greater/' The frog
came another foot out, and again put his question to
the fish, which said, " Much greater/* The frog went
on, getting the same answer the farther he went, until
he got to the opposite side of the well. Again asking
his question, the fish gave the same reply. The frog
said, " You lie ; it cannot be larger than this.1* Just
at this moment a man let down a bucket and dYew
water, thus causing small waves on the surface. The frog
asked the fish if his country's waves xvere as large, on
which the fish laughed, saying, " Those things that you
have never seen, and which it is impossible for you to
imagine, cannot be thought of by you without seeing.
Why, therefore, do you ask about'them? " I am not
thinking about those things in which, owing to the
specialities of our respective countries, we and the
English differ. ^ I only remark on politeness, know-
ledge, good faith, cleanliness, skilled workmanship,